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“SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS: FINAL REPORT” 
83. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Projects” that found there was “a general lack of 
transparency” by the Liberal–National government and furthermore that ministers encouraged “a deterioration in 
the standards and discipline in the public sector”. Can the Premier outline to the house how the McGowan Labor 
government’s approach to standards, discipline, transparency and accountability will be different from that taken 
by the previous government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley. It is clear from this report that there are Liberal and National members of 
this house who should be disqualified from ever becoming ministers again in any future government. Their 
incompetence and recklessness when they had control of the treasury bench was absolutely extraordinary and had 
a damaging effect on the public sector. I will quote the special inquiry. This is amazing. It states that many practices 
that led to the deterioration in standards and discipline in the public sector “occurred at the encouragement, if not 
insistence, of Ministers”. It also states — 

Ministers worked to advance their individual agendas and often coerced public servants into applying 
significant resources to ideas and programs that they knew were unlikely to be approved. 

It was shameful conduct by Liberal and National ministers. Now, as a government, with this report, we are tasked 
with rebuilding confidence in the public sector and reinstating standards and discipline across Western Australia. 
The report also found that the lack of transparency by the Liberal–National government was one of the most 
significant issues identified. I quote — 

… withholding of information that is not commercially sensitive or harmful to a person or an entity is too 
commonly the fall-back position. 

After examining Auditor General reports, the report’s author found that 40 per cent of ministerial decisions not to 
release information to Parliament were inappropriately made. When the Liberals and Nationals were in office, they 
treated the public sector with contempt, they treated the finances with contempt and they treated the Parliament 
with contempt. Those with a shred of decency or with a shred of understanding will appreciate that this report 
reflects what they went through and what they did to the state during their eight and a half years in office. 

What are we doing? We are going to act on the recommendations of the report. We are going to extend the powers 
of the Auditor General to allow access to cabinet documents to allow him to inform his opinion. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: And legal advice? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, correct. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We will develop a transparency framework for reporting details on major projects and 
guidelines for what is commercial-in-confidence. What we saw under the Liberals and Nationals was a secretive 
administration that wasted enormous amounts of public money and tried to hide it from the people of WA. The 
people of WA worked them out. Until they apologise and accept responsibility for what they did, they will be unfit 
to ever assume office again. 
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